
                                         
 
  THE TERRITORIAN’S WORKSHOP 
 
Drama Territory is proud to present the opportunity for teachers in the Northern Territory to take part in a day 
of drama professional development working with 4 local artists and groups. Kate Kelly, Alison Dowell, 
Johnnie Jablonka, Sara Scrutton, Liz Rogers and Sandra Thibodeaux have put together a very exciting 
series of workshops that will have something for everyone.  
When – Saturday 3 November 2018 
Where – Anula Primary School – Yanyula Drive Anula 
Bring – a water bottle, a pen, note book, wear comfortable clothing 
Cost – Drama Territory members – no cost/ Non members - $20 
Catering – morning and afternoon tea, lunch 
So for $20 (or free for DT members) you get two drama professional development sessions plus morning and 
afternoon tea and lunch provided by the amazing Denise Baillie from Dee Bee catering (Deckchair Cinema) 
 
WORKSHOP 1 
CORRUGATED IRON WORKSHOP WITH ALISON DOWELL AND KATE KELLY - HOW TO MAKE A 
SHOW IN HALF A DAY 
An experiential hands-on activity generating a performance and creating the set, props and costumes.  
Who is it for? 
Teachers looking for inspiration for the next assembly item  
Performing arts teachers who want new ideas for approaching the creation of work  
Teachers who want to use the performing arts in other curriculum areas  
Teachers including visual art teachers who have to make set and props with a small budget  
 
 Part 1 with Kate Kelly 
Taking the assembly item to new heights!   
 Want to discover your inner director? Tired of rehashing the old assembly item and looking for new 
inspiration? This workshop will navigate you through a creative and efficient process to create performance 
with your students taking into consideration: Short time frames/Students’ interest and capacity/Limited 
resources. Provocation or stimulus Techniques will include: Brainstorming/Storytelling/Developing or 
responding to themes/Physicalisation/Ensemble building. Workshop participants will generate a performance 
as part of the process. Part of the workshop will identify the props, costume and set required and this will form 
the basis of Part 2.  
 
Part 2 with Alison Dowell 
How not to panic when your props budget is $3.50! This part of the day will realise the design created in the 
first session. Will include Show and tell to stimulate/Some design challenges for participants/Working with 
limited resources/Clever tricks to create the cheapest possible props /Re-purposing, recycling, re-purposing 
tips 
 
Corrugated Iron delivers an extensive Creative Schools & Communities Program across the Top End. 
Several times each year we work with schools on whole of school shows as well as constantly working with 
select cohorts on particular arts projects, with many in the performing arts space. It is a constant challenge to 
prepare students for assembly items, themed productions across whole of school and we have become very 
adept at working with teachers to collaborate, develop skills, encourage student devising and storytelling and 
building shows and performances efficiently. We support teacher’s leading the process as well as providing 
professional learning and a gradual taking of the reins.  
Kate Kelly manages Corrugated Iron’s Drama Program and is a teaching artist in both Corrugated Iron’s 
Workshop Program and our partner schools. Kate learnt her love of directing whilst completing her Performing 
Arts Degree in Perth in 2008. She spent 4 years in Melbourne creating/writing/directing and experimenting 
with the arts. Her travels to the US, Nepal and India, where she ran a drama program at a summer camp and 
used her creative practice to teach at schools, solidified the importance of working with young people, making 
theatre responsive to the community. She finished her Masters of Drama Education in Darwin, writing a thesis 
to explore safety within applied youth theatre settings. Now the Drama Program Manager at Corrugated Iron 
Youth Arts she has the pleasure of using her theatre experience to support the education and well-being of 
young people.  
Alison Dowell has been an active in Darwin community arts since arriving from UK in 1990. Key roles; 1991 - 
Artistic Director of the Darwin Fringe 1991-2000 - Artist in Residence in Schools for the Darwin 
Festival/Building Parade props and costumes across 8 schools annually for 6 weeks 2008- 2018/Visual Arts 
teacher, Anula Primary School/Developing, programming and delivering art classes to 450 students 
weekly/Writing resources for DET/Providing professional training and public workshops/Remote NT 
Community art workshops and holiday programs 2000-2018/Annual solo painting exhibition and group 
shows/‘Darwin Originals’ business, selling art cards and prints commercially/Public art;10 metre tile mural at 
Casuarina New Quarter (2016)/Regular commissions to make props and costumes for local theatre 
groups/Playback theatre, performing member. 
 



WORKSHOP 2 
PLAYBACK THEATRE WORKSHOP WITH JOHNNIE JABLONKA AND SARA SCRUTTON 
Playback, is improvised theatre that values real stories as the basis for performance.  In playback theatre, 
audience or group members tell a moment or story from their life. Actors and musician improvise a short 
performance using physical and non-naturalistic / symbolic devices to ‘retell’ that story or moment.   
 
This can be a way in for students to tell, develop and perform their own real life stories. In your classroom you 
can use playback to explore theatrical forms, develop stories, warm students up, build trust and collaboration 
and much more. . This workshop will give people an experience of basic playback forms and how to share 
these with others as well as providing summary notes. Forms will include:  

- tableaux 
- ensemble /  chorus work  
- pairs / conflicts  
- storytelling 
- musical accompaniment to improvisation 

Sara Scrutton is a drama teacher with 20 years experience and has used playback in the classroom 
throughout her career. She is a founding member of Darwin Playback since 1997 doing playback as an actor 
and conductor. Sara also has an interest in other applied theatre forms such as forum theatre.  
 
Johnnie Jablonka is a community development worker who has used playback theatre in training and 
community education settings throughout the past 20 years to engage professionals. He is a founding 
member of Playback Darwin and has been an actor and musician doing playback theatre since 1997.  
 
WORKSHOP 3 
HOW TO DO EVERYTHING AND NOT BURN OUT WITH LIZ ROGERS 
Utilising her background in stage & production management, design and producing, Liz will go through the top 
tips and tricks in doing everything on a show while still maintaining your sanity.  
Topics and activities include:  

- Creating the plan and prioritising the tasks 
- Finding people to delegate to 
- How to keep the design (lighting/sound/set/costume) simple but effective  
- Identifying when you’re fixating on something small and unimportant(ie panic mode)and moving past it 
- Keep Calm and Carry On 
- Participant discussion: drawing on the collective wealth of experience in the room, peers will be able 

to offer their own stories and advice 
 
Born and raised in Darwin, Liz Rogers spent ten years based in Sydney learning the art and logistics of 
theatre production in both not-for-profit and commercial ventures. In that time she worked predominantly on 
musicals and children’s shows, though more recently it’s incorporated dance and music. Her work has taken 
her touring overseas in Australasia and the Middle East and her unique background in production has lent 
perfectly to understanding the needs of the shows that she now produces. She’s passionate about making 
productions accessible for as many people as possible. 
 
WORKSHOP 4 
FACILITATING STUDENT’S PLAYWRITING WITH SANDRA THIBODEAUX 
Sandra will lead teachers through a three-hour, idea-incubation process that teachers can replicate with their 
students. This process, that gathers the threads of students’ own lives and passions, results in new 
performance work where students are the tellers of their own stories. The model avoids the pitfalls of adults 
creating what they think younger audiences will like or, equally, students reproducing the narratives they have 
learned from film and TV. The result is fresh, inspired work where students have built skills and confidence in 
playwriting and performance. 
The workshop includes useful tips on what to do when things ‘get stuck’ and how to value process over 
product. 
 
Sandra Thibodeaux is a playwright and poet. She has written over a dozen plays that have been staged as 
part of festivals across Indonesia and Australia, and broadcast on Radio National. Her latest plays include A 
Smoke Social, The Age of Bones, Mr Takahashi (and other falling secrets) and The Lion Tamer. Sandra has 
twice won the NT Literary Awards for her plays, and has been short-listed for both the Patrick White and 
Griffin playwriting awards. The Age of Bones was nominated for a prestigious Green Room Award 
(Melbourne) for Best Ensemble and is currently being adapted for the screen.  
Sandra has delivered innumerable creative writing workshops across Australia in writing, playwriting, poetry, 
and more. She was a high school Drama teacher for three years, and was recently Lecturer in Creative 
Writing and Literary Studies at CDU. In 2017, Sandra facilitated a playwriting workshop with students of mixed 
abilities at Nemarluk School. Her explorations in this context have formed the backbone of the proposed 
workshops. 
	
	



	

	
	

	

The	Territorian’s	Workshop	
Drama Territory is proud to present the opportunity for teachers in the Northern Territory to take part in a 
day of drama professional development working with 4 local artists and artistic groups. Kate Kelly, Alison 
Dowell, Johhnie Jablonka, Sara Scrutton, Liz Rogers and Sandra Thibodeaux have put together a very 
exciting series of workshops that will have something for everyone.  
 
When – Saturday 3 November 2018 – 9am – 4pm 
Where – Anula Primary School 
Bring – a water bottle, a pen, note book, wear comfortable clothing 
Cost – Drama Territory members – no cost/ Non members - $20 
Catering – morning tea (at 9.30) lunch (at 12) 
 
Please choose a morning and an afternoon workshop from the list below by ticking two boxes below. If 
you would like to do the Kate Kelly/Alison Dowell combo just tick one box. 
 
Drama Territory membership forms can be found at; https://www.ptant.com.au/drama-nt  
 
	
	

The Territorian’s Workshop 
Please indicate which sessions you’d like to apply for. 

 
Name.......................................................Mobile number.................................................................... 

Email address........................................................................................................................ 

SESSIONS: 

                      Kate Kelly/Alison Dowell -  Morning and afternoon (Do not tick any other boxes )    All day 
................................................................................................................................................................ 

                       Kate Kelly - Morning 9 - 12 

                       Playback Theatre – Morning 9 -12 

                       Liz Rogers – Morning 9 - 12 

                       Sandra Thibodeaux – Morning 9 - 12 

................................................................................................................................................................ 

                       Alison Dowell - Afternoon 1 - 4 

                       Playback Theatre – Afternoon 1 - 4 

                       Liz Rogers – Afternoon 1 - 4 

                       Sandra Thibodeaux – Afternoon 1 -4 

 

Any dietary requirements?.......................................................................   

 

Drama Territory member? Yes/No (please circle) 

Total payment.......................................................................................... 

Please return your completed form to the Mark Bunnett at mark.bunnett@ntschools.net and make your 
payment online by electronic transfer to:    BSB 633 000 Account Number 159 631 464. 
Please use your name as the reference. 
	


